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BOX ImO I paaio v^i — 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international a pplication , 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the Cairns, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 



see separate sheet 
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Comments c oncerning section V: 

1 . The closest prior art is represented by DE-A-2 843 264 which will be referred to as 
D1 hereinbelow, relating to a method for producing textile items with tricot or raschel 
or crochet knitting machines (see Figs. 2 and 3) for warp knitting, having at least a 
first bed (8) of needles (4) comprising the step of manufacturing at least a textile item 
(see page [=p.] 9, lines [=l.] 7-13). 

The claimed method differs therefrom by the step of moving at least said first needle 
bed during said step of manufacturing said textile item. 

Similarly, D1 discloses a tricot or raschel or crochet knitting machine (see Figs. 2 and 
3) for warp knitting, comprising at least a first needle bed (8). Again, the knitting 
machine according to independent claim 8 differs therefrom in that said first needle 
bed is mounted movingly onto the loom which comprises means for moving 
selectively said first needle bed during operation of the knitting machine. 

As evident from the description (p.7, 1.22-25) the term "needle bed" in these claims 
designates a machine member commonly also referred to as a knock-over plate or 
knock-over bar but not a needle bar, similar to the terminology used in US-A-3 566 
621 (see column [=col.] 3, 1.50, and Fig.4). 

As a consequence, the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 8 would appear to 
comply with the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2. None of the cited documents discloses the feature of moving at least said first needle 
bed during said step of manufacturing said textile item or a first needle bed mounted 
movingly onto a loom comprising means for moving selectively said first needle bed 
during operation of the knitting machine. Due to lack of indication, inclusion of these 
features in a method or device otherwise according to D1 is not considered obvious. 

The subject-matter defined by independent claims 1 and 8 would therefore appear to 
equally meet the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 
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3. 



The embodiments of the invention according to subclaims 2 to 7 and 9 to 16 contain 
all the features of the subject-matter defined by the independent claim to which these 
claims refer. As a consequence, the subject-matter of these claims would also 
appear to meet the requirements of both the Articles 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

4 The teaching of D1 extends also to textile warp knitted items (p.4, 1.26-29) having at 
least an area the knitting density of which differs from the remaining areas. 
Conversely, GB-A-1 303 359 (see p.2, 1.1 1 9 - p.3, 1.2) and US-A-3 693 378 (see 
Figs 4 and 5) also already depict warp knitting items having the structural features of 
fabrics according to independent claims 1 9, 20 or 1 7, 21 , respectively. 

To the extent the structural features of the fabrics to be protected by claims 17 to 21 
are clear it would appear that the subject-matter defined by independent claims 17 to 
21 would not meet the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT due to lack of novelty (see 
in this context also section VIII 1 . below). 

5. The subject-matter defined by claims 1 to 21 would be susceptible to industrial 
application and thus meet the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT. 

nnmmentfi noncemi ng section VII: 

1 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 

disclosed in the documents cited in the search report is not mentioned in the descrip- 
tion, nor are these documents identified therein. 

nn pnments r.nnnernip n SSfitieD Vlll: ; 

1 Claims 1 7 to 21 relate to a knitted product as such which should be defined in terms 
of its technical features (cf. PCT/GLVISPE 5.04, 5.12, 5.26). The structural features to 
be imposed on the claimed product by the method of knitting same as set out by 
independent claims 17 to 19 are unclear and hence the scope to be conferred by 
these claims is indeterminate, contrary to the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2. Taking full account of the findings under item V.4 above, a new concept linking the 
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various knitted articles according to independent claims 17 to 21 would not appear to 
exist, contrary to the requirements of Rules 13.1 and 13.2 PCT. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for producing textile items with u tricot- 
Raschel -crochet" linear looms (TR2) for warp knitting,, 
h&ving at least a first bed (FNA) of needles (N, Nl) , 
5 comprising the step of manufacturing at least a tex- 
tile item (CM) , characterized * in that it comprises the 
step of moving at least said first needle bed (FNA) 
during s&id step of manufacturing said textile item 
(CM) . 

Id 2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that it is executed on a machine (TR2) having further 
a second needle bed (FNP) and in that it further com- 
prises the step of moving said second needle bed (FNP) 
during said step of manufacturing said textile item 

15 (CM) . 

3 . The method according to asy — — feiie — preceding 
olaimo , Characterized iri that said needle beds (FNA, 
FNP) can tfiove parallel to the stroke of the corre- 
sponding needles (N) . 

2 0 4. The method according to any of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that said needle beds (FNA, 
FNP) can ntove in order to vary the knitting density by 
varying the height of the sinking plane (PAB) with re- 
spect to the needles (N) sliding in the same beds 

25 (FNA, FNP) . 
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guides (GL) and/or sliding planes, slots and guiding 
pins inserted therein. 

15. The loom according to any of the claims 8 to 14, 
characterized in that said means (GL, EX, Ex2, LI, L2) 

5 for moving the needle beds (FNA, FNP) are connected to 
the general drive of the machine (TR2) . 

16. The loom according to any of the claims 8 to 15, 
characterized in that said means (GL , EX, Ex2, LI, L2) 
for moving the needle beds (FNA, FNP) comprise a drive 

10 actuated by at least an electric motov^ui iiufcancc n 
1 _i in - T il n nn , IrAseas r*n ™nt-r^ connected to 

pushing, traction, torsion means, with direct, re- 
duced, continuous, cyclical, controlled, gradual, mi- 
crometric movement of the like. 

15 17. Warp hosiery or knitwear seamless tubular fabric 
or items, f6r instance dresses, sweaters and stock- 
ings, tights, bodices or the like, characterized in 
that they are obtained by a method according to any of 
the claims l to 7. 

20 18. Textile warp knitted items characterized in that 
they have at least an areas whose knitting density 
differs from the remaining areas and which is gener- 
ated by the. shift of at least a bed (FNA, FNP) of nee- 
dles (N) during the knitting process. 

25 19. Textile link-knitted items characterized in that 
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they have . at least an interrupted knitted course re- 
sulting from the temporary shift of the sinking plane 
(PAB-4) of the needle bed (FNA, FNP) under the extreme 
lower position (FC) of needles (N4) during the knit- 
5 ting process, XXLCOrcUw^-k> cWlU 6. 

20. Textile warp knitted items characterized in that 
they have stitches made up of at least two yarns ob- 
taining by feeding for two consecutive times the same 
yarn to the same needle (N) , ftUOrotfu^ 4© dDUlW.^.. 

10 21. Tubular warp knitted items with differentiated 
density and elasticity, among which stockings, ted- 
dies, bodices, tights, socks and the like character- 
ized by knitted structures with variable density for 
Supporting, massaging and containing functions and for 

IS" medical, paramedical and therapeutic needs and/or pro-.' 
vided With areas of three-dimensional fabric in the 
form of single and multiple, even undulating, knitted 
reliefs, <*Aod\K*A Ou WvtW ^CCo^Uv^^O XM«j 
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